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AFCFTA AND THE AFRICAN PASSPORT:
CATALYSTS TO CONTINENTAL UNITY AND
ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION

AfCFTA and the African Passport: Catalysts to Continental Unity and Economic
Transformation

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the development of the African
passport are both projects of Agenda 2063, the African Union’s (AU) strategic framework for
the continent's socio-economic transformation over the next 5o years.

AfCFTA was officially launched on January 1, 2021, to create a single market for goods and
services, besides facilitating the free movement of businesspersons and investments, hence
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setting the stage for a Continental Customs Union. The African passport on the other hand
presents the vision of an integrated, prosperous, and peaceful Africa.

The effort championed by the AU is directed toward the dismantling of trade barriers, easing
the movement of people, and promoting an everyday economic landscape in transforming
Africa into a powerhouse of economic growth and development.

AfCFTA is not without its hurdles, as the biting infrastructure deficits, unequal levels of
economic development among member states, and political instability in some parts of the
continent remain a cause for worry. Effective implementation will involve investing heavily
in infrastructure, harmonizing the regulations, and boosting the initiative capacity to
manage and enforce the said trade rules.

This write-up examines how the activities in the AfCFTA and the African passport form part
of the monumental steps towards actualizing economic integration and unity across Africa.

The African Passport

The African passport was introduced in 2016 and is a historical flagship built to grant visa-
free travel throughout the African continent, promoting social integration, economic
cooperation, and cultural exchange.

Currently, the African passport is a privilege only enjoyed by AU officials, heads of state, and
high-ranking diplomats. The aim is for all African citizens to have access to it. This initiative
faces several logistic, legal, and bureaucratic hurdles, including the need to harmonize visa
regulations and assure mutual recognition of the passport by all member states.

Widespread adoption of the African passport could herald a new way of traveling and doing
business on the continent, removing the need for visas, cutting through bureaucratic red
tape and ensuring more significant cultural and economic exchanges. It will also increase
tourism, business opportunities, and the marketing of education and skills from one border
to the other.

Complementarity of AfCFTA and the African Passport

As it appears, the implementation of AfCFTA and the African passport is complementary. The
program should guarantee the free movement of goods, services, and people to realize a
single market view. The AfCFTA is poised to fuel economic activities and bring about much
deeper integration, spurred by greater ease of travel for business professionals, traders, and
tourists.

Additionally, the combined impact of these measures can significantly enhance Africa's
global competitiveness by creating a larger and more efficient market that leverages
investments to drive innovation.

Conclusion

AfCFTA and an African passport are epoch-making ideas that portend game-changing

developments in the social, economic, and geopolitical terrains of Africa. They epitomize the

vision of a continent thatis increasingly united, strong, and prosperous, integrated in the way
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foreseen in Agenda 2063. Challenges remain, but the realization of this vision would be
through political will and aggressive efforts by African leaders, institutions, and citizens.

Both AfCFTA and an African passport, with strategic planning, investments, and
collaboration, can drive African countries into unprecedented economic growth,
development, and unity.
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AfCFTA: African countries commit to increase intra-continental trade to 50%
by 2030

African nations, convened at the Africa Economic Summit 2024 in Abuja, have pledged to
boost intra-continental trade from 14% to at least 50% by 2030 under the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

READ MORE
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Africa to get only 2% of $2 trillion global clean energy investment in 2024-
Report

Africa will receive only 2% of the $2 trillion global clean energy investment in 2024 according
to a new report by the International Energy Association (IEA).

READ MORE

Nigerian govt to suspend tariff, import duty on staple foods,
pharmaceuticals, others

The Nigerian government has unveiled a plan to bring down inflation in the country through
tariff and import duty suspension for food, raw materials for production, pharmaceuticals,
inputs for agriculture production and other fiscal measures.

READ MORE
Nigeria gets $945m oil-backed lifeline from Afreximbank

he African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) has disbursed an additional $925m under the
syndicated $3.3bn crude oil-backed prepayment facility to the Nigerian Government.

READ MORE
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